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We focus on establishing the Kingdom of God by planting new
Churches as well as further strengthening existing ones. We work
closely with top level leaders to develop and deploy strategies that
cultivate the kinds of Churches that foster the worldwide expansion
of the Gospel.

We focus on reaching the world for Christ by releasing His Kingdom.
This includes our TV Program, The Miraculous Life™, the Be Healed
Podcast, our worship ministry, Wellsprings Creative, and other
initiatives such as the production of teaching resources and
participation in conferences and evangelistic outreaches.

CHURCH-PLANTING & DEVELOPMENT

OUTREACH

LEADERSHIP TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT
We focus on Leadership Training. The success of God’s work
depends on cultivating well-trained, New Testament leaders able to
fulfill God's Great Commission in the wisdom & power of God's
Word. At the core of EveryHouse’s strategy is the Life & Leadership
initiative, a collective of schools such as our School of Discipleship
and our School of Leadership offering both degree d non-degree
programs powered, in part, by BILD International's accredited
Antioch School of Church Planting & Leadership Development.

MINISTRY
FOCUS

THREE AREAS OF FOCUS



PAULINE CYCLE 
We believe these steps are fundamental to any successful missions
enterprise and both our School of Leadership and our School of
Discipleship contribute to the advancement of each step in this
missionary cycle. 

Gospel Mission Network's Mission strategy flows out of the missionary
strategy of the Apostle Paul referred to as the Pauline Cycle by David
Hesslegrave. The Pauline Cycle*, condensed down to its most
fundamental pieces, consists of Paul evangelizing Strategic Cities,
Planting Churches, and Entrusting Leaders who will continue the cycle
of going and evangelizing strategic cities. 

We believe these steps are fundamental to any successful missions enterprise. Both
our School of Leadership and our School of Discipleship contribute to the
advancement of each step in this missionary cycle. 

Church Planting Strategy, David Hesselgrave, pp 47

THE EXPANSION OF THE
FIRST CENTURY CHURCHES 

THE
PAULINE
CYCLE 

ENTRUST TO
FAITHFUL MEN

EVANGELIZE
STRATEGIC CITIES

ESTABLISH
LOCAL

CHURCHES



1. Provide a place where more than Bible facts and history is taught and
where people can experience personal encounters with Jesus in new, deeper
ways.

2. Provide a clear, effective, and biblically sound curriculum that will develop
    strong, healthy, scripturally sound Christians.

3. Provide a relaxed atmosphere where people look forward to growing in
their
    faith.

4. Provide a culture rooted in family, love, and mentoring/modeling, rather
than
    teacher-student lecturing.

5. Provide teachers who not only know the required information but who
have
    become disciples and model life in both word and deed.

6. Cultivate radical disciples who love Jesus as their first love and who are
learners, followers, and multipliers of others who follow Jesus.

School of
Discipleship GOALS



Discipleship 101 introduces students to the foundational ideas behind who
a disciple is, how they should live, and what they do. 

 
It explores the depths of the mind & heart concerning the cost and

commitment required to truly follow Jesus. 
 

This course will inspire all to follow Jesus at a deeper level as they soak in
the scriptures provided. 

DISCIPLESHIP 101



 First-Century
Church Discipleship

CHAPTER #1



THE BIG
IDEA

First-Century Discipleship was not about
academic, classroom learning.  It was an
impartation and mentorship in the context
of a relationship with the Lord Jesus.



To learn the three major stages of the traditional Jewish
Educational System. 

To more accurately interpret the meaning of well-known
scriptures about discipleship. 

To learn three things every good disciple desires of their Rabbi
(Leader). 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES



DISCIPLESHIP GOALS

 To help recover a deeper meaning of what it means to be a disciple by
looking back into the Jewish educational system. 

 To renew our minds on the definition and meaning of discipleship and
what it means to follow Jesus. 

 To inspire people to understand the great privilege it is to follow Jesus,
Adonai (Master Lord). 



DISCIPLESHIP ISSUES

The difference between academic learning and true
discipleship.

The difference between first-century discipleship and
modern discipleship.



KEY SCRIPTURES

Matthew 4:19 (NKJV) — 19 Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

John 14:12–14 (NKJV) — 12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and
greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that

the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.

Matthew 4:18–22 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will
make you fishers of men.” 20 They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 21 Going on from there, He saw two
other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their

nets. He called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.



The Power of
Process

CHAPTER #2



THE BIG
IDEA

Discipleship is not a sprint.  It's a life-
long process of learning, following, and
applying the ways of Christ to our life &
ministry.



To understand what the discipleship process is. 

To understand why the discipleship process is so important in
discipleship. 

To understand that discipleship is an establishing process that
includes knowing, becoming, and doing goals. 

To identify the types of processes people went through in the
Bible, such as Abraham, Moses, Samuel, Joshua, and the
Apostle Paul.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES



DISCIPLESHIP GOALS

For disciples to understand that God is a God of process. 

For disciples to understand the way God cultivates and develops His
children. 

To begin to think through personal “Knowing”, “Becoming,” & “Doing”
goals.



DISCIPLESHIP ISSUES

Our cultural desire to have things quickly versus living a patient life
committed to the process. 

The commitment needed to follow Jesus and allow Him to work in us. 

The difference between the simple transfer of information versus the deep
cultivation of transformation. 

The call for consistent commitment to the discipleship process.



KEY SCRIPTURES

Colossians 2:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and
established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy

and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.

Acts 4:13 (NKJV) — 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and
untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.

Matthew 21:21 (NKJV) — 21 So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt,
you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’

it will be done.



The Parable of the
Sower

CHAPTER #3



THE BIG IDEA
#1

Chapter 3 explores one of Jesus’ most important
parables, the Parable of the Sower, also referred to as
the Parable of the Soils. 

This study explored four different levels of process
and the importance of allowing the Word of God to
produce all God desires in our lives. The revelations
contained in this parable are vital in understanding
what it biblically means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ
and should be kept in the forefront of every Christian’s
mind and heart.



THE BIG IDEA
#2

How a person receives the Word of God into their
hearts.
How a person allows the Word of God to grow in
their life.
The fruitfulness of the Word in a person's life.
The destiny of Jesus Christ in a person's life.

It is all about...



To understand the meaning and evidence of being a true
disciple of Jesus Christ.

To understand the hindrances to a disciple bearing fruit in their
lives.

To understand the heart of God for His Word in their lives.

To understand how to make sure our hearts follow Jesus.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES



DISCIPLESHIP GOALS

For our hearts to be found good
ground where the Word of God
bears fruit 100 fold!



DISCIPLESHIP ISSUES

Understanding the dangers of Western Christian culture.
Nominal vs. Authentic Christian Living.
The priority of the Word of God in a disciple’s life.
The need to be committed to the discipleship process.
Mental assent of the Word of God versus heart-based faith.



KEY SCRIPTURES

Matthew 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4-15

“By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much
fruit; so you will be My disciples.” (John 15:8, NKJV)



WHAT IS A PARABLE?

The word “parable” comes from two Greek words (para and ballō), which together mean “to
throw alongside.” A parable, like an illustration, makes a comparison between a known truth
and an unknown truth; it throws them alongside each other.
 The teachings that come through parables are often referred to as "parabolic" teaching.
Parables are Jesus’ means of communicating spiritual truths through a narrative analogy to
teach a moral or spiritual lesson. His parables produce very different results in different
people: they hide the truth from the “crowd” while they communicate the truth to the
disciples. 2 (See Matthew 13:10-17)
Parables are so effective because they use common things so familiar to us that we can
grasp deep spiritual truths through them. It is the heart; however, that will receive the deep
revelations they reveal. Make no mistake, you can spend a lifetime studying Jesus’ parables
and continue learning new layers of revelation!



THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER

The Parable of the Soils, also called the Parable of the Sower, is the 11th parable that Jesus
taught. All three synoptic gospels contain it, and it is sometimes referred to as the “parable of
all parables” because the Bible says ...

This parable contains truths and mysteries that unlock the wisdom and teaching of other
parables. We, therefore, need to both understand and apply the truths found in this parable if
we are going to understand all other parables. This makes the “Parable of the Sower” vitally
important to the discipleship process!

“And He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the
parables?” (Mark 4:13, NKJV)



KEY OBSERVATIONS
The soil is the same in all scenarios.  

All soils have the same potential to produce fruit.
The difference is not the soil but the preparation and occupation of the soil.
The soil represents the human heart.
The condition of the heart determines the destiny of the seed.

 The seed is the same in all scenarios.
The seed has the same potential to produce because it is perfect and good.
The difference is not the seed but how far the seed was allowed to grow in the ground.
The seed represents the Word of God. (See Mark 4:14; Luke 8:11)
We are begotten of the seed, the Word of God. (see 1 Peter 1:23)
The seed enables a powerful and effective prayer life. (see John 15:7)
The seed produces freedom (see John 8:31-32)
The seed produces healing (see Psalm 107:20)
We are to treasure the seed. (see Proverbs 7:1)
We are to live by the seed. (see Matthew 4:4)
The seed leads to healthy community life. (see Colossians 3:16)



DISCIPLESHIP ISSUES

Understanding the dangers of the lukewarm, Western Christian culture.
Nominal vs. Authentic Christian Living
The priority of the Word of God in a disciple’s life.
The need to be committed to the discipleship process.



WAYWARD
GROUND



WAYWARD GROUND

Uncultivated, unprepared, hard, down-trodden ground.
Not ready for the seed.
Seed not able to go past the surface.

DESCRIPTION

BAD

GOOD

No understanding of the Word. 
Listening was not enough.
The seed was left unprotected.
The birds of the air (demons) came and stole the Word our of the heart.

The seed must have threatened the enemy if the devil was concerned enough to steal it.
No fruit.

They heard the Word of God, there was opportunity. (see Matthew 13:19)
The sower tried to plant even though the chance of fruit was small.

Matthew 13:3, 19; Mark 4:4, 15; Luke 8:5,12



SHALLOW
GROUND



SHALLOW GROUND

Shallow, unprepared ground.
DESCRIPTION

BAD

GOOD

Ground was unprepared. The things that occupied the ground were never dealt with. 
The hard places were not dealt with.

No root or moisture.
The ground held the Word for only a short period of time.
Ground did not have much depth.
The seed withered away. 
Their faith lasted only a short time. They could not endure the trials.
No fruit.

Heard the Word.
The Word was received with joy. 
There was enough soil to sprout.

Matthew 13:5-6, 20-21; Mark 4:5-6, 16-17; Luke 8:6, 13



THORNY
GROUND



THORNY GROUND

Shallow, unprepared ground.
DESCRIPTION

BAD

GOOD

The desire for other things was not dealt with in the heart.
The pleasures of life choked the Word.
Thorns grew up with the rest of the seed.

There were two kinds of seed in the heart.
No room for the seed to grow.
No fruit.

Heard the Word.

Matthew 13:7, 22;Mark 4:7, 18-19;Luke 8:7, 14;Proverbs 17:22



GOOD
GROUND



GOOD GROUND

The only ground to bear fruit! Some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
The authentic, sold-out disciple who glorifies God!

DESCRIPTION

GOOD
Heard the Word.
Accepted the Word of God.
The ground was prepared and void of obstacles.
Noble and good heart.
Understood the Word. 
The seed reproduced! The fruit was called a "Crop"!  (see mark 4:8)

Matthew 13:8 , 23 ;Mark 4:8, 20; Luke 8:8, 15



KEY QUESTIONS

What will prevent me from being good ground?
What will I do with what I have heard?
What practical steps do I need to take in my life to ensure that I
am good ground?



Commit to
the Process!


